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Introduction

Welcome to the Kinnarps environmental 
declaration!

Kinnarps’ vision is to apply a holistic approach 
to creating inspiring and efficient work environ-
ments that contribute to success. This same 
perspective characterises our environmental 
activities. That’s why we continuously endeav-
our to offer products and services with a mini-
mum environmental impact during their entire 
life cycle. 

Our long-term aim in the environmental sector 
is to achieve a long-term sustainability. Our view 
of sustainability is based on the Four System 
Conditions developed by The Natural Step, i.e. 
in a sustainable society, nature is not subject to 
systematically increasing:  
1. Concentrations of substances extracted                     
    from the earth’s crust
2. Concentrations of substances produced        
    by society  
3. Degradation by physical means    And, in   
    that society…. 
4. People are not subject to conditions that                    
    systematically undermine their capacity to        
    meet their needs.

It’s fine to present visions and long-term aims, 
but it’s the practical work that determines 
whether environmental activities are successful 
or not. This brochure aims to give you an idea 
of what Kinnarps does to reduce its environ-
mental impact in practice. 
The Kinnarps Environmental Declaration gives 
an overview of our materials, processes, activi-
ties and work methods, and consequently of 
what goes into the products we offer our cus-
tomers.

If you would like to know more about            
Kinnarps’ environmental activities, visit our  
website at www.kinnarps.com or contact        
us on +46 (0)515-38 000
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For both environmental and quality reasons, it’s important for us to know the source of the raw 
materials we use in our production. The raw materials, components and work processes used 
at Kinnarps’ three factories are detailed below. What makes Kinnarps unique is that we assume 
responsibility for everything from our raw materials and production to the delivery and instal-
lation of complete furniture solutions. This is not only expedient and cost-effective, it’s also 
environmentally safe.

1.1 Raw wood materials
The Kinnarps range contains no wood from rainforests, but only oak, beech and birch.
Procurement requirements consist of a written guarantee and our own or third-party verification that the 
wood:

           forest conservation.

Kinnarps endeavours to purchase raw wood materials that are 100% certified by the Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC). Kinnarps is FSC-accredited with chain-of-custody (traceability) certification, number EUR-
COC-051206. To view this certificate specified by the FSC, visit www.fsc-info.org.

The amount of FSC wood in the product is based on the total amount of purchased material. Contact the 
Kinnarps Environmental Department if you would like to know how large our share of FSC woods cur-
rently is.

1.1.1 Oak veneers and solid wood
Oak veneers and solid wood arrive in Göteborg from North America via container ships and are then sent 
on to Kinnarps via container trucks.

1.1.2 Beech veneers
Beech veneers come from southern Germany, northern France and Slovenia

1.1.3 Solid beech wood
Solid beech wood comes from the Swedish province of Skåne and solid beech bentwood from Denmark.

1.1.4 Birch veneers and solid wood
Birch veneers and solid wood come from Finland. Swedish birch is used very rarely as wood for furniture.

1.1.5 Jalusifaner
Ilomba and abachi woods are used as a component in wooden roll-fronts: they come from cultivated
areas on the Ivory Coast. This component consists of an intermediate veneer and comprises less than
1% by weight of the total product.än 1 vikt % av total produkt.

Raw and basic materials
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1.1.6 Chipboard
Our chipboard is Swedish and complies with the E1 standard as regards its formaldehyde content. Our
laminated chipboard is of Swedish quality and also complies with this standard. It contains no chlorineb-
leached fibres.

1.1.7 Wood board
Wood board comes from Germany and complies with the same E1 standard.

1.2. Metal parts
Kinnarps uses steel and aluminium as well as individual fittings of zinc alloy.
All our metals contain recycled material, but the amount can vary depending on the quality requirements.

Steel plate contains 20% of recycled material on average, extruded aluminium about 65% and presscast
aluminium about 95%. Our metal components are manufactured partly by subcontractors and            
partly by our own factory in Jönköping. The parts are delivered ready for mounting to Kinnarps.          
Kinnarps transport operations are optimised to use our own or external carriers in accordance with the
requirements.

1.2.1 Cleaning metal surfaces
Before enamelling, the metal surfaces are cleaned in a closed system with alkaline or neutral cleaning
agents.

1.2.2 Enamelling of metals
Metal is enamelled with solvent-free powder enamel containing no heavy metals.

Chrome has been completely discontinued since 1996, apart from screws and minor fittings, in full ac-
cordance with the Swan eco-labelling requirements.

1.2.3 Nickel
Keys and lock cylinders are nickel-free.

Raw and basic materials
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1.3. Plastics
Plastic components consist principally of polypropylene, polystyrene and polyamide.

PVC has been discontinued from the Kinnarps range since 1996.

All new plastic components over 25 grams are labelled by type and for recycling according to ISO 11469
so that they can be recycled for new materials or to generate energy.

1.4. Glues
Glues for bonding and assembly are principally water-based or of the hot-melt type. These glues contain
no volatile organic compounds. 

The content of the glue is checked on the basis of safety data sheets. The substances it contains must
not constitute any risk to health and must not be on the list of restricted substances or on the priority list
of substances to be phased out.

1.4.1 E1 standard – formaldehyde
Where formaldehyde is found in a product, the raw material always complies with the E1 standard, i.e.
emissions of less than 0.124 mg of formaldehyde per m3 of air.

Raw and basic materials
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1.5. Material specifications in the product

1.5.1 Batteries
A rechargeable lead-acid battery is contained in our SE legs in the series [T]. The acid is not in liquid
form, but is absorbed in the battery gel.

1.5.2 Recyclables in products
The materials used in our products are selected on the basis of the requirements on origin and quality,
which are a critical factor. Kinnarps always endeavours to increase the proportion of recyclables in the
material bought in. This means:

           series. This also applies to plastic parts of the castor bases on pedestals.

Raw and basic materials
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1.6 Surface treatment of wood
Kinnarps AB is continuously developing its technology and processes towards systems with low solvent
content and conversion to solvent-free acrylate or water-based lacquers and staining systems. The fol-
lowing descriptions may consequently change quickly in line with advances in this sector.
Kinnarps has reduced its solvent emissions by 85% since 1988, whereas its production rose by almost
45% over the same period.

1.6.1 Surface treatment
For surface treatment, we use lacquering methods with a lower environmental impact, i.e. rolling, auto-
matic spraying or robot lacquering. Surfaces that cannot be lacquered in this way are manually sprayed
in boxes and subsequently cleaned. Our lacquering systems are completely free of hazardous heavy
metals and aromatic compounds. 

1.6.2 Plane surfaces
Clear lacquers are rolled onto veneered surfaces: they are UV-hardened acrylic lacquers completely free
of solvents and aromatic compounds.

UV-hardened acrylic lacquers completely free of solvents, aromatic compounds and heavy metals are
rolled onto pigmented surfaces. Stained surfaces are water or alcohol-based and completely free of
aromatic compounds and heavy metals.

1.6.3 Edges
Edges are manually sprayed with lacquer in boxes and subsequently cleaned. Beech and birch are
coated with water-based foundation and surface lacquers. Oak is treated with an underlay of aromatics-
free solvent lacquer and a water-based surface lacquer. Pigmented surfaces (LamineTM) are coated with
water-based lacquers.

1.6.4 Handles, edging, wooden chairs and bentwood
All handles and edgings are spray-coated in a closed system with UV-hardened acrylic lacquer that is
aromatics-free and alcohol-based. Wooden chairs and bentwood are sprayed by robots with water-
based UV-hardened acrylic lacquer in a closed system. School chairs are electrostatically sprayed with
aromatic-free solvent lacquer based on alcohol and butyl acetate. Stained surfaces are water or alcohol-
based and completely free of aromatics and heavy metals. 

1.6.5 Oils
Oils are not used for surface treatment as they fail to meet our quality requirements.

1.6.6 Quantities
Finishing techniques vary by product. The general breakdown of coating is:

Raw and basic materials
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1.7 Padding materials and covers
In order to accept full responsibility for our environmental activities, we must know how our suppliers
work, so we prefer to source them from as close to home as possible. That’s why we make tough de-
mands on them. Chair covers must contain no undesired chemicals, for example.

1.7.1 Padding material from polyurethane foam
Freons were discontinued a long time ago and have been replaced by water as the foaming agent for
polyurethane.

At Kinnarps, we use a high-resilience (HR) foam, also called cold foam. This polyurethane foam (PUR)
-

grade in nature. And yet, all our products meet the basic fire protection requirements (against cigarettes
-

ble simple polyurethane foam of low density.

1.7.2 Chair covers
Kinnarps insists that all covers be free of bromides. The use of wool provides natural fire protection. Tre-

Several fabrics in the Kinnarps range are labelled with the EU Flower and/or Öko-Tex, that makes envi-
ronmental demands on the production process and the substances contained in the fabric.

1.7.3 Kinnarps fabric range
Kinnarps fabrics follow the Kinnarps specification list for textiles that are not environmentally labelled.
This list is based on the requirements of the Nordic Swan eco-label, Good Environmental Choice, the EU
Flower and Öko-Tex.

For more information about Kinnarps fabrics, see the material list on our website.

Raw and basic materials
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1.7.4 Cleaning
Wool and Trevira CS fabrics are foam-washed, water-washed or dry-cleaned, see more details on each
separate cleaning label or contact your local distributor.

1.7.5 Leather
Since September 1997, all our leather has been tanned with vegetable products and is thus chromefree.

Raw and basic materials
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1.8 Chemical substances
Kinnarps has worked and consulted with its suppliers of raw materials and chemicals for many years to
ensure that its products minimise their environmental impact. We make tough demands on our fabrics,
wood materials and plastics in order to eliminate any hazardous and environmentally damaging sub-
stances. These requirements are specified in the documents from which our suppliers work.

We insist that all chemical products are accompanied by a safety data sheet. All products are inspected
by our environmental department on the basis of environmental and health criteria before being used in
production.

Substances from the restricted list issued by the Swedish Chemicals Agency are not used in our prod-
ucts. Any substances on the priority list are assessed on a case-by-case basis to ascertain whether they
are risk-minimising or are due to be phased out.
We consequently do not use chemicals that are classified as:

Raw and basic materials

11



Kinnarps factories

Kinnarps manufactures its products at three factories in the Swedish towns of Kinnarp,
Jönköping and Skillingaryd

2.1 Energy use and climate impact
These three factories use locally generated electricity and hydraulic power for operating their machines
and have separate heating systems. The factories in Kinnarp and Skillingaryd are heated by burning
briquettes, which makes no net contribution to emissions of fossil carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
The factory in Jönköping is heated with liquefied petroleum gas. All three factories have back-up oilburn-
ing boilers for use in periods when the main boiler is being serviced.
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Kinnarps factories

2.2 Production waste

2.2.1 Source sorting
All waste from our three production units is sorted at source for material recycling and energy
generation.

2.2.2 Combustible waste
Combustible production waste such as wood chips, wood shavings, wood waste, paper waste and
used packaging is shredded or chipped and compressed into fuel briquettes. This has been done since
1977.

Incineration takes place at our own facilities in Kinnarp and Skillingaryd which are used to heat the facto-
ries. In Kinnarp, we also contribute our remote heating to local industry, the school, the sports hall, a
bank, a retirement home and 30 detached homes. The briquettes replace annually of about 2100 m3 oil,
which corresponds to about 21,000 MWh of electrical energy per year or 5,500 tons of fossil CO2/year. 

2.2.3 Non-combustible waste
Non-combustible or other non-recyclable waste is sent for disposal. Disposed waste makes up only 
1,1% of the total amount of solid waste.

2.2.4 Metal waste
Metal waste such as steel tape, glue and lacquer containers as well as other metal waste is sent for
recycling.

Some metals left over from our production are resold to our suppliers for material recycling.

2.2.5 Plastic waste
Non-rigid plastics and plastic tape are sorted and compressed into bundles for further processing.

2.2.6 Well och pappavfall
Cardboard cartons and paper are collected for recycling.

2.2.7 Fabric waste
Some 50 tons of fabric waste used to be transported to a materials processing company in Germany 
whose products include sound-absorbing fittings for cars. Now the fabrics are used for producing sound 
absorbing material for our Rezon screens. Today 40 percent of the filling is fabric waste from our own
production. By additionally using 20 percent fibre coming from PET bottles, more than half of the filling 
consists of recycled material.
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Kinnarps factories

2.3 Recycling
We endeavour to minimise the quantity of our production waste by adhering to a hierarchy of wastes
where reuse should always come first. This means that the material is examined carefully by experienced
craftsmen who assess whether it really can be used for something else before it is sent for recycling.
Perhaps a part of a broken table top can be re-used as a cabinet panel?

2.3.1 Recycling of used furniture
Kinnarps assumes complete product responsibility, which means that we accept used furniture for
recycling within the scope of our business transactions. We also follow the development of future laws
relating to manufacturer responsibility. We currently consider separability, choice of material and labelling
in the construction process to ensure more energy-efficient and less environmentally polluting recycling.

2.3.2 Used furniture
Used furniture can be processed 100% to obtain material or produce energy:

Check your local regulations for scrapping electrical/electronic products if you decide to recycle the
product yourself. If you have any questions, contact Kinnarps Environmental Department or your local
environmental office.
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Kinnarps factories

2.4 Environmental management system and environmental labelling

2.4.1 ISO 14001 environmental management system / EMAS
Kinnarps AB’s production units in Kinnarp and Skillingaryd were certified in 1997 with an environmental
management system to ISO 14001 and are also EMAS-registered.
The production unit in Jönköping was also certified to ISO 14001 and acquired EMAS registration in
autumn 2001. The specifications of these certifications cover the following areas:

2.4.2 Environmental labelling
Kinnarps seeks to satisfy the criteria of the Nordic Swan eco-label, which is satisfied by parts of its range, in 
its manufacturing processes. However, Kinnarps has chosen not to mark its products with the Swan label.

In addition to Swan, Kinnarps works with the specifications of the TCO quality standard and the
Australian eco-label GECA (Good Environmental Choice Australia).

The only environmental label that Kinnarps puts onto its furniture is the French standard NF Environnement. 
This is because NF is the only system that includes environmental, quality and safety aspects.
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As a supplier of integrated solutions, we naturally make sure that our furniture arrives safely
at its destination. This means that we assume responsibility for its transport, assembly and
installation.

3.1 Transport
Our products are transported in our own trucks. Each trip is load-optimised and carefully planned,
inclusive of return trips from subcontractors. Our trucks run on eco-diesel. We buy in tyres with no
aromatic oils (PAH) in their treads and with less than 3% content in their lining. All our drivers are trained
in eco-driving. We comply fully with Directives 98/69/EG (petrol) and 1999/96/EG (diesel) concerning
exhaust emissions and fuel for motor vehicles

We largely operate our own trucks and control their use with our transport optimisation system. This has
led to an average load filling capacity of 91%.

3.2 Transport packaging

doing so since the 1960s.
The packaging returns with the trucks and is re-used for subsequent trips. The degree of re-use varies,
but the blankets are used for an average of ten trips and the cardboard for about five trips. 

Kinnarps is associated with the Swedish REPA packaging register.

3.3 Climatic impact
Transportation has a major climatic impact due to the emission of carbon dioxide. Thanks to our trans-
portoptimisation system with a high loading capacity, we have succeeded in boosting the efficiency of
our transportation and minimising the potential environmental impact that it causes.

Transport
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Successful environmental activities cannot be limited to internal efforts. They are a global
concern, and it’s important for a company like Kinnarps to participate in relevant develop-
ments and be involved in the debate. So we are keen to support environmental activities
outside our company. Environmental efforts that are linked to our own sector are obviously
closest to our hearts.

4.1 WWF – the World Wildlife Fund 
With almost five million supporters, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is one of the world’s leading nature
conservation organisations. It works to stop the destruction of the earth’s natural biotopes and to build a
future in which people live in harmony with nature by:  

Kinnarps is strongly committed to the WWF’s international forest network GFTN (Global Forest and Trade
Network) that aims to put a stop to the illegal and unsustainable felling of forests.

4.2 SP Trätek
SP Trätek, part of the SP group, pursues research and industry-oriented development with the aim of
strengthening the competitiveness of wood as a material. 

Kinnarps commissioned SP to carry out an environmental assessment for the production of its office
furniture. It examines the emission of greenhouse gases, measured in CO2 equivalents, and covers the
total production from Kinnarps facilities in Kinnarp, Skillingaryd and Jönköping.

4.3 FCBA – Forêt, Cellulose, Bois-construction, Ameubelment 
FCBA (previously CTBA) is the French counterpart to Sweden’s Trätek.

Kinnarps cooperates with FCBA to specify limits for environmental labelling. 

4.4 FSC – Forest Stewardship Council 
The FSC is an independent international organisation that aims to ensure that the world’s forests are

unions and environmental organisations are united on their objectives via a democratic process. 

Kinnarps sits on the board of the Swedish FSC and financed a marketing service in the latter’s office
over a two-year period.

Cooperation
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Cooperation

4.5 IUCN – the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

than 1000 government and non-government member organisations and almost 11,000 research associ-
ates from more than 160 countries. IUCN aims to find pragmatic solutions to the world’s most urgent
challenges in the environmental and development sectors.  

Kinnarps was selected by IUCN as a preferred partner for the construction of their new main offices in
Gland near Geneva in Switzerland. IUCN is trying to make this one of the world’s most environmentally

to create more environmentally friendly and sustainable products. 

4.6 Association for Nature Protection 
This is a non-profit environmental organisation whose aim is to disseminate knowledge, monitor environ-

international levels.

Each year, Kinnarps sponsors the Association with contributions to their activities, which gained us
“Silver Sponsor” status. 

4.7 Green Standards 
Green Standards, a company based in Great Britain, aims to change the way we look at waste. They
began to apply Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to redefine the concept of waste and thus to
create a brighter future for people in real need and to help protect local environments. 

Kinnarps UK cooperates with Green Standards via the Waste to Wonder™ programme. This means that
Green Standards collects “used” Kinnarps products from customers for re-use in schools in Africa, for
example.
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www.kinnarps.com

Kinnarps Marketing & Sales AB

Adress SE-521 88 Kinnarp  Tel +46 (0)515 38 000  E-mail info@kinnarps.com

Kinnarps’ business philosophy is simple. We create 
efficient, long-term, global solutions to improve the 
way you work and the prosperity of your business.

better at work


